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 USIIA Endorses Appeal In RIAA v. Verizon

Internet Association will seek overturn of court ruling

Disastrous to ISPs and Internet consumers.

Washington, DC – January 27, 2003 – The US Internet Industry Association will support the efforts of Verizon and a wide range of other interested parties to stay a judge’s order and overturn a recent ruling by the Washington, DC, district court in the case of RIAA v. Verizon.

“The ruling was based on a narrow and erroneous reading of a single provision of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act,” says David P. McClure, president of the USIIA.  “In reality, this ruling will cause great harm to the Internet community, and will place ISPs in jeopardy of violating contracts, subscriber agreements and local and federal privacy laws if they are forced to comply.”

“It was never the intent of the Congress that copyright holders should have the right to invade the personal privacy and security of American consumers on the basis of allegations, and without due process under the law,” says McClure.  “Internet service providers and their subscribers have the right to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, including on the Internet.  USIIA endorses and will support efforts by Verizon and other parties to stay and overturn this ruling.”

About the USIIA

Formed in 1994, the US Internet Industry Association is the primary national trade association for Internet commerce, content and connectivity.  USIIA advocates the growth and stability of the Internet, sound business practices within the industry, and the rapid deployment of broadband technology. 
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